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Background to the Ward 
The East Ecclesfield Ward contains the neighbourhoods of Chapeltown, Ecclesfield and Colley. There is a sizeable shopping 
centre in Chapeltown and a major supermarket serves Ecclesfield. The ward is well served by public transport with buses to the city 
centre and good access to the M1 motorway and trans-pennine routes. There are local parks in Ecclesfield and Chapeltown. Colley 
Park is visible on the skyline and the Tongue Gutter Valley running across the south of the ward is distinctive.  
 
Chapeltown has a railway station with services to West Yorkshire, Sheffield and Meadowhall. Although indicators for this Ward do 
not generally reveal significant health problem, many of the people living in this Ward suffer from poor health with high levels of 
chronic heart and lung disease. Chapeltown and Ecclesfield have recently expanded with new house building and a mix of private 
and council owned estates, leading to increased pressure on transport and local services. Colley is predominantly a residential 
neighbourhood with a mix of council and private owned and rented housing. It falls within the top 20% most deprived areas in 
England and has been the focus of the Southey Owlerton Regeneration Programme (SOAR), along with neighbouring communities 
within the North East Assembly. 
 

Summary of Statistics for the Area 
Demographics 
Population Summary 2011 

 East Ecclesfield Ward has a population of 18,295. This figure has increased at a smaller rate than Sheffield since 2001. 

 The working age population is relatively small in comparison to Sheffield. 

 Related to this, the ward has a proportionately high young population (17%) and a large older population (20%). 

 Children (0-15) 

 The 2011 Census indicates that 4% of East Ecclesfield Ward are BME, lower than the city average. 

 Older People (65+) 

 The largest single BME population is the Other White group. This group represents 13.6% of BME people and 54.1% of the 
total population of the ward. 

 
Deprivation, Poverty and Access to Services 
Child Poverty 

 East Ecclesfield is the 17th most deprived ward in Sheffield. This has increased since 2007 when it was ranked 19th. 

 11.6% of children in East Ecclesfield Ward are at risk of living in poverty, compared with 24.2% citywide. 

 This figure has risen by 2.2% since 2006. 
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 There are no people in the ward who are living in areas classed amongst the 10% most deprived in England, according to 
the latest Indices of Deprivation. 

 9% of school pupils are eligible for free school meals, compared with 20% citywide. 

 Colley neighbourhood is the most deprived in the ward, although none of the area is classed within the most deprived 10% in 
England. 

 Compared with other neighbourhoods in Sheffield, it is ranked as only the 32nd most deprived neighbourhood in the city 
 
Access to Services 

 25.5 % of households in the ward do not own a car. 

 East Ecclesfield ward is connected to the city by the 53, 97 and 98 bus routes. 

 Despite the rural location and proximity away from the centre of Sheffield, access to services in the ward is generally good. 
 
Household incomes 

 The median household income in East Ecclesfield Ward is £27,920, above the citywide average of £24,297. 
 
Economy and Enterprise 
The 2011 Census also shows that: 

 In East Ecclesfield 13.4% of the working age population claim benefits compared with 15.9% in Sheffield. Broken down: 

 14% of workers were employed in professional occupations whilst 33% were employed in managerial / professional / 
technical occupations, compared with 39% citywide. 

 By contrast, 35% were employed in manual occupations, compared with 30% in Sheffield as a whole. 

 36.1% of working age people in the ward had no formal qualifications.31.5% were qualified to NVQ Level 3 or higher 
compared with 41.5% in the city as a whole. 

 
Education 

 There are six schools located in East Ecclesfield ward; Coit Primary, Ecclesfield Primary, Ecclesfield School, Lound Infant 
and Junior Schools and Monteney Primary School. 

 Unauthorised absences from primary schools were 67.1% and 93.6% for secondary school children. These figures rank East 
Ecclesfield 16th and 20th, respectively, when compared against other wards in the city. 
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Educational Attainment 
School Attendance 

 2,229 pupils from East Ecclesfield attended schools in Sheffield during 2012; 51% boys 49% girls. 

 63.7% of pupils achieved Key Stage 2 Level 4+ (English & Maths, compared with 5605% in Sheffield. 

 Since 2004 these attendance figures have decreased by -7.9%. 

 63.6% of children achieve 5 or more GCSEs (A*-C including Maths and English) compared with 8220% in Sheffield. 

 Figures suggest that 5% of pupils are BME, whilst 10 had a first language other than English. 

 This ranks the ward 9th in the city, with attainment improving by 29.5% since 2008. 

 Within the ward, this level of GCSE attainment was; 77% in Chapeltown, 54% in Ecclesfield and 43% in Colley. 
Post-16 Education 

 6.5% of 16-18 year olds are not in education, employment or training (NEET) 
 
Health 

 Life expectancy is similar to the citywide average. 

 Taking care homes out of the equation, mortality rates are significantly low in the area. 

 A&E attendances are high in people aged 65+, however significantly low in under-20 year olds. 

 The rate of hospital admissions for alcohol related conditions is very low. 

 The rate of newly diagnosed sexually transmitted diseases is also very low. 

 The rate of breastfeeding at 6-8 weeks is significantly low. 

 Hospital admissions are low for cancer, Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease, Circulatory Disease 

 However, hospital admissions to mental health specialities (aged 65+) are significantly high. 
 
Housing 

 The average house costs £105,320 in East Ecclesfield the 13th largest in the city compared with other wards. This figure is 

lower than the citywide average of £116,472. 

 Since the start of the recession, around 2007/08, the average house price in the ward has decreased by 23%, compared 

with a fall of 16% citywide. 

 Currently in East Ecclesfield the average house with cost around 3.77 times the average income. This is smaller than the 

Sheffield figure of 4.79. This has fallen from a ratio of 5.09 in 2007/8. Since then, house prices have increased and incomes 

have risen, which has contributed to this change. 
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 The cost of renting private accommodation is around £602pcm compared with the citywide average of £613pcm. In total, 

there are 8,050 residential dwellings in the ward. 122 of these properties are empty, around 1.5% of the total. Furthermore, 

63 of these have been vacant for at least 6 months, which makes up 0.8% of all properties in the ward. 

 There are currently 1,083 council properties in the ward, making up 14% of the total housing stock. There are also 95 

Registered Housing Provider (RHP) dwellings, or 1% of the total. This means that a total of 15% of the stock in East 

Ecclesfield is social housing compared with 25% citywide. 

 19% of council properties are currently vacant, higher than the citywide figure. High vacancy rates can indicate low demand 

however there can be other circumstances, which could lead to a property being empty, such as major renovations etc.  

 Choice Based Lettings (CBL) can be an indicator of high demand, as lots of people choosing to live in an area can show it is 

a popular area to live. However, it could indicate a high turnover of tenants which would suggest the area was unpopular. In 

2011/12 there were 62 CBLs, 5.7% of the total housing stock compared with 11% citywide. 

 Looking at the number of tenancy 'quits' can indicate demand, namely high quits could mean unpopular housing, however 

other circumstances can affect this, e.g. if housing in an area is targeted at young people it is likely to have a higher 

turnover. In 2011/12, 66 tenancies were quit, 6.1% of the total. From this, 9 quit within 2 years of their tenancy starting, 

representing 14.5% of CBL tenancies during that period. 

Community Safety 

 The crime rate in East Ecclesfield is lower than the citywide average, whilst the rate of anti-social behaviour is above 
average. 

 The latest figures show that in the 12 months preceding September 2012 there were 458 reported crimes. This equates to 
around 25 incidents per 1000 population compared with 29.6 in Sheffield as a whole. The most significant type of crime in 
the area is theft and handling stolen goods for which there were 8.1 incidents per 1000 population compared with 8.8 
citywide. During the 2010/11 period there were 10 10-17 year old first time entrants to the Youth Justice System. This 
compares with 35 in 2007/08, a decrease of 71.43%, compared with a 63.21% fall citywide. 

 
Environment 
East Ecclesfield has a total area of 986 hectares. From this 80.2% is green belt.4.6% is open space.0.4% is local nature sites. 
The rural location means that more than three quarters of the ward is located in the green belt, including Parkin and Hesley Woods. 
Within the ward there are a few public facilities, including: 

 8 playgrounds 
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 6 recycling centres 

 A cemetery 

 A leisure centre 

 2 public libraries. 
 
Road Safety 

 Incidents of KSIs have fallen by 58% since 2006-08. This decline compares with a fall of 33% citywide. 

 Between 2009 and 2011 8 people were killed or seriously injured (KSI) in road traffic incidents. 
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Key Findings Summary 

(1) Activities for Children and Young People 
 • GCSE attainment is above the city average 
 • Unauthorised absences are low. 
 • There are relatively few 16-18 year olds not in education, employment or training. 
 
(2) Better Parks and Open Spaces 
 • More than three quarters of the ward is on Greenbelt land with further parks and open spaces. 
 • There are also numerous public facilities. 
 
(3) Safer Roads 
 • The number of people killed or seriously injured in road traffic incidents has more than halved in recent years. 
 
(4) Safer Communities 
 • The crime rate in East Ecclesfield is below the citywide average. 
 • Exceptions to this include both vehicle and drug offences which are higher. 
 • Additionally, the ASB rate is above the citywide figure.  
 
(5) Supporting the local economy 
 • The percentage of the working age population claiming JSA and other benefits is slightly below the citywide average. 
 • Nearly a third of working age people had no formal qualifications in 2001, although results have improved since then. 
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Results of Consultation in the Ward 
 
Resident Survey 

In 2011 the Northern Community Assembly conducted a postal survey of residents in the area with around 1000 responses. This is 
the key information gathered about the East Ecclesfield Ward.  
 
Top Ten Priorities for East Ecclesfield Ward 

1. Road and pavement repairs 

2. Clean streets 

3. Level of crime 

4. Level of traffic congestion 

5. Activities for teenagers 

6. Parks and open spaces 

7. Health services 

8. Affordable decent housing 

9. Public transport 

10. Good relations between neighbours 

 
Services that are targeted at minorities of the population often show as less important than more universal services, so facilities for 
young children, services for older people and job prospects might also be seen as priorities. 
More than 87% of residents in East Ecclesfield agreed that they were satisfied with their local area, a little lower than in the 
Community Assembly area as a whole. This was the lowest of the four wards, although the differences were not highly significant. 
The issues that cut across East Ecclesfield neighbourhoods are: improvements to parks, poor roads and pavements and poor bus 
service.  
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Work with Northern Youth Forum 
Several members of the Northern Youth Forum attend Ecclesfield Secondary School and they raised concerns about road safety 
outside of the school on a site visit with ward councillors in February 2013. The road outside the school is 40mph. The Youth Forum 
undertook a survey of pupils at the school which highlighted that this made them feel unsafe. 

 
Ecclesfield Walkabout 
In February 2013 ward councillors went on a walkabout of Ecclesfield with local residents and community groups. The topics raised 
on the walkabout were around the implementation of the Ecclesfield Park Masterplan and road safety concerns in Ecclesfield 
village.  

 
Chapeltown Walkabout  
A series of walkabouts of Chapeltown centre where issues were raised have led to the creation of several community groups such 
as the Chapeltown Forum and Chapeltown in Bloom who are motivated to improve the centre of Chapeltown.  

 
Older People Conference 
The key issues that came out of the 50+ conference were people not being aware of what activities were available in the area and 
that they would like to see the centre of Chapeltown improve.  
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Ward Action Plan 
 

              Theme 1 - Road Safety in Ecclesfield 
Activity 

 
 

Timescales Outcome - 
Performance Indicator 

 

Lead Person (and partners) 

Address the road safety 
concerns of residents and 
pupils about the area 
outside Ecclesfield School  
 
 
 
 
 
 

March 2015 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Councillors to work with Highways Department and 
AMEY to develop proposals to address road safety 
concerns 
 
Councillors to work with Northern Youth Forum and 
Ecclesfield School on this issue 
 
 
 

Ward Councillors 
Highways 
AMEY 
Sheffield Futures and the 
Northern Youth Forum 
Ecclesfield School  
Cabinet member 
 
 

Work with Highways and 
AMEY to address Road 
Safety concerns in the 
centre of Ecclesfield 

March 2014 Councillors to work with Highways Department and 
AMEY to develop proposals to address road safety 
concerns in Ecclesfield at key sites including: High 
Street, Church Street and Yew Lane 
 
Councillors to work with Ecclesfield residents and 
groups on this issue 

Ward Councillors 
Highways 
AMEY 
Ecclesfield Resident Groups 
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Work with Highways and 
AMEY to address resident 
concerns about levels of 
traffic in Chapeltown  

March 2014 Councillors to work with Highways Department and 
AMEY to develop proposals to address concerns 
about traffic in Chapeltown 

Ward Councillors 
Highways 
AMEY 
 

              

 Theme 2 - Parks and Open Spaces 
Activity 

 
 

Timescales Outcome 
Performance Indicator  

 

Lead Person (and partners)  

Work with local Friends of 
the Parks Groups to help 
them implement their 
masterplans (Tunwell, 
Ecclesfield, Chapeltown) 
 

March 2014 Support the work of local Friends of the Parks 
Groups through grants 
 
Elected members to attend ‘Friends of’ Meetings 
and events as appropriate  
 

Ward Councillors 
Parks Department 
Friends of the Park  
Ecclesfield Parish Council 
 
 

 
Theme 3 – Community Development 

Activity 
 
 

Timescales Outcome-  
Performance Indicator 

 

Lead Person (and partners) 

Support Community 
Development Work in the 
area 

March 2014 Support Chapeltown Forum and other initiatives 
designed to develop the capacity of local groups 
 
Support local groups through grants 
 
Support the Ecclesfield Parish Council Archive 
project  

Ward Councillors 
Community Development Worker  
Ecclesfield Parish Council 
Public Health Team 
Parks  
Local community groups  
Libraries 
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Support the work of partners to improve the centre 
of Chapeltown including the Successful Centres 
project, Millennium Gardens Project and Coal 
Trolleys Project  
 

Regeneration Team  

What’s On Guide 
 

September 
2014 

Distribute What’s On Guide to homes across 
Chapeltown 

Ward Councillors 
Local Area Team 
Ecclesfield Parish Council 

 
Ward Councillors 
 
EAST ECCLESFIELD  

Councillor Joyce Wright  Labour  3275531  273 5588  joyce.wright@sheffield.gov.uk   

Councillor Steve Wilson  Labour  273 6877  07581 214 317  steven.wilson@sheffield.gov.uk   

Councillor Garry Weatherall  Labour  245 2446  273 5588  garry.weatherall@sheffield.gov.uk   
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