
 
 
 
 

 
 
Sheffield 50+ Focus Group Meeting 
on Tuesday 15 October 2013 in 
Sheffield Town Hall 
 
You are warmly invited to a Focus Meeting on 
Tuesday, 15 October 2013 from 10.30 am to 
12.30 pm in a Committee Room in Sheffield 
Town Hall.  Please report to the Town Hall 
reception on arrival to check the room 
allocation.  
The subject we will be discussing is the Council 
consultation on the future of Sheffield’s 
Libraries. 
This is an important consultation which will see 
the library services in Sheffield transformed. 
Please confirm your attendance:  
julie@sheffield50plus.org.uk 
 
Sheffield Older People’s Day event 

Tuesday 8 October 2013, 10am – 3pm 

The Cutlers’ Hall, Church Street, Sheffield 

• Take part in a number of activities & 
entertainment (including free raffle and 
refreshments!) 

• Photos of Sheffield through the ages 
• Design a postcard with Darnall Dementia 

Awareness Group 
• Take part in chairobics, listen to a choir 

or watch a dance demonstration 
• Have a go on a computer 
• Human fruit machine! 
• Recipe exchange 
• Meet some of the “Women of Steel” 

Cost of care a postcode lottery 

Consumer body Which? has released the 
results of an investigation into changes in 
eligibility criteria and care costs over the last 
five years. Using Freedom of Information 
requests, Which? asked councils in England 
and Wales what level of home care they 
provided each year from 2009 to 2013. Their 
results show that more than 80% of councils 
now restrict care to those whose needs are 
‘critical’ or ‘substantial’, up from just over 70% 
in 2009. Of the 26 councils who offered care to 
people with ‘moderate’ or ‘low’ needs in 2009, 
only 12 continue to do so. At the same time, 
around a third of councils have increased 
charges above the rate of inflation. Barnsley 
Metropolitan Council has increased its hourly 
rates the most, by 160%. With such varying 
changes in eligibility and care costs, Which? 
wants the government to make sure elderly 
people and their families get better information 
and advice about the care they’re entitled to 
and how much they will need to pay. Which? 
Will launch a new, free-to-use elderly care 
website later this year.   

When the new website goes online we will post 
a link here. 

Need for dementia-friendly 
communities highlighted 

The Alzheimer’s Society has launched a report 
which reveals that up to 180,000 people with 
dementia feel trapped in their own homes. One 
in three of the people with dementia surveyed 
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for the report only leave their homes once a 
week, and one in 10 just once a month. Almost 
half (44%) of the respondents feel like a burden 
and so avoid getting involved with local life. An 
economic analysis commissioned by the charity 
shows that dementia friendly communities 
could save £11,000 per person per year by 
helping people with dementia to remain 
independent, stay out of care for longer and 
have a better quality of life. A dementia-friendly 
community is a city, town or village where 
people with dementia are understood, 
respected, supported, and confident they can 
contribute to community life.  
http://www.alzheimers.org.uk 

Steam Gathering at Abbeydale 
Industrial Hamlet 

Annual celebration of steam - Saturday 5 & 
Sunday 6 October  
Adults £3 | Children FREE | 10am - 5pm  
See road locomotives. rollers and engines and 
vintage vehicles as our biggest event returns to 
the hamlet for the season finale. 
With live music, Whirlow Hall Farm BBQ and 
Antiques and Craft stalls. 
Tours of the Hamlet and living history, 
traditional crafts and skills displays. 
 
 
Putting Abbeydale to Bed - Volunteer 
Event   
 Abbeydale Industrial Hamlet 
 
Join us for our first volunteering event where 
you can muck in to give Abbeydale a big clean-
up ready for the winter! 
 
Our team of growing volunteers will work 
together to help spruce up the site, learning 
how to use traditional methods and materials to 
get things gleaming. Those volunteering will get 
a taste of working at a unique historic site, and 
take home tips and techniques for natural 
remedies to age-old cleaning problems.  

The event on Monday 28 October welcomes 
volunteers of all ages welcome (under 16s 
accompanied by an adult), including families 
who would like to work together.  
There will be morning (10-12.30) and afternoon 
(13.30-4) sessions and volunteers can sign up 
for either or both. 
Volunteers should wear old clothes and bring a 
packed lunch if staying for the full day. 
We will provide plenty of tea, coffee and 
biscuits!  
Anyone who'd like to volunteer should call the 
Project Office on 07914 697190 or email 
abbeydaleworks@simt.co.uk 

The City Council’s Economic and 
Environmental Wellbeing Scrutiny 
and Policy Development Committee 
has set up an Inquiry to look at 
cycling in Sheffield. 

 The aim is to: 

• Request and review written and oral 
evidence from a cross-section of people 
and organisations in the city with respect 
to cycling. This will include considering 
what measures have worked 
successfully within the city and 
elsewhere, and why they have worked. 

• To identify measures to broaden and 
increase participation in cycling in 
Sheffield, with a particular emphasis on 
the economic, health and environmental 
impacts of these measures. 

• To propose an updated vision and 
strategic approach to cycling in Sheffield 
in early 2014. 

• To produce a report summarising the 
points above and identifying the next 
steps for the Council and partners. Have 
Your Say 

The Committee would like to hear the views 
from a wide range of people and organisations 
in Sheffield by Friday 4 October 2013. You can 



have your say by submitting your evidence 
online.  

You can submit your evidence by hardcopy if 
your prefer and the downloadable document 
lists the questions.  A monitoring form is also 
available to download. It is up to you to decide 
whether to complete the form, but it will help us 
to see if there are any gaps in who has 
responded to the Call for Evidence. Please 
answer the questions by ticking the boxes that 
you feel most describes you. If you do not want 
to answer any specific question then please 
leave it blank. 

You are very welcome to submit existing 
documents as an appendix or links to websites 
that provide evidence. However, can you 
please limit a summary of your submission to a 
maximum of four sides of A4 that references 
the relevant part of an appendix or of a website 
that supports your submission. 

The Committee will hear oral evidence at a 
public meeting on 11th December 2013 
beginning at 4.30pm. Clearly not everyone who 
submits written evidence will be able to give 
oral evidence. However, the Committee may 
invite you to give oral evidence as well, so you 
may wish to pencil the date in your diary. 

 The Committee plans to publish all the 
responses received. If you do not want your 
response published can you please indicate 
this clearly and explain the reason why. 

 For More Information 

 To submit evidence or for more information 
about the work of the Inquiry please contact 
Matthew Borland: 

Email: matthew.borland@sheffield.gov.uk 

Post: Equalities and Involvement Team, Town 
Hall, Sheffield, S1 2HH 

 

LGB over 50’s 
Photographic Exhibition 

There will be an inspirational and spectacular 
photographic exhibition celebrating the lives of 
lesbian, gay and bisexual (LGB) people who 
are aged 50 plus at Voluntary Action Sheffield 
from now until the end of October.   Drop in and 
have a look. 

Voluntary Action Sheffield, The Circle, 33 
Rockingham Lane, S1 4FW  

RVS (Royal Voluntary Society) 

Celebrating 75 years 

For the last 75 years at every part of Britain’s 
history, WVS, today the Royal Voluntary 
Service, has inspired more than three million 
ordinary women and men to give their time to 
help others. The driving force behind the 
organisation has been the founder, Lady Stella 
Reading. Our world today may be very different 
to that of 1938, but her words still resonate with 
us.  

"The ultimate strength of a nation lies not in her 

trading, nor in the multitude of her financial 

transactions. It’s not found in her banking 

operations nor in the acumen of her leaders. 

The ultimate strength of a nation lies in the 

character of the men and women who are that 

nation and voluntary service is an integral part 

of that character." 

Lady Stella Reading, Founder, WVS 

RVS aim to harness that strength and character 
and use it to reach two million older people in 
the next ten years. They need to achieve this 
as the UK’s older population is growing and 
needs more support. To read how they are 

http://www.royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk/about-us/our-new-name
http://www.royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk/about-us/our-new-name


going to do this and about the services  they 
offer visit their website at:  
ww.royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk 

The Speakers Corner Project 
The Sheffield Speakers’ Corner project is a 
partnership of local groups and organisations 
which is working to create new opportunities for 
local people to express their ideas and opinions 
and debate the issues which matter to them. It 
was brought together by Speakers’ Corner 
Trust (SCT), a national charity which promotes 
free expression, public debate and active 
citizenship, 
Sheffield is one of many cities in the UK which 
had at least one and perhaps more informal 
Speakers’ Corners at which people gathered to 
campaign, proselytise or exchange views and 
opinions. Most had fallen into disuse in the 
course of the twentieth century, their decline 
hastened by the advent of mass 
communications and, in particular, the 
introduction of the TV in most homes. They 
were usually in or near marketplaces but the 
Speakers’ Corner in Attercliffe was at the local 
public baths, perhaps not surprisingly as this 
was a natural place for local people to 
congregate in the days before every home had 
its own bathroom. 
A new website for the project which is being 
generously hosted by Sheffield University and 
has just gone live at 
http://sheffieldspeakerscorner.group.shef.ac.uk 
 
CONTACT  US: 
Please send your news, comments, letters and 
relevant articles for this page or our next 
Newsletter to: Sheffield 50+ The Circle, 33 
Rockingham Lane SHEFFIELD S1 4FW Tel: 
0114 253 6736 Email 
Julie@sheffield50plus.org.uk.  Please also visit 
our new website at: www.sheffield50plus.org.uk 

 

https://webmail.thecirclesheffield.org.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=33c995e539864fa0987999d0bb230c1a&URL=http%3a%2f%2fsheffieldspeakerscorner.group.shef.ac.uk%2f
mailto:Julie@sheffield50plus.org.uk
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