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Background to the Ward 
The Stocksbridge and Upper Don Ward contains the Stocksbridge, Deepcar, Oughtibridge, Wharncliffe Side neighbourhoods. The 
distance from the city centre for some of these areas creates barriers to access employment and other services, particularly for 
older people. The main shopping district in Stocksbridge also includes the library and town hall in the valley bottom, with other 
community facilities located across the area. Traffic congestion has a considerable effect along the A6102. Principle bus routes run 
through the ward between Stocksbridge and the city centre. Oughtibridge is located a mile and a half beyond the Middlewood 
Supertram terminus. Deepcar is a popular commuter village located to the east of Stocksbridge clinging to the steep side of the 
upper Don Valley. The majority of houses are in private ownership. A large number of residents of the council-built Stubbin Estate 
at the heart of Deepcar have exercised their ‘right to buy’. Deepcar’s growth as a commuter village for Sheffield, Rotherham and 
Barnsley and to a lesser extent Manchester continues to generate significant development pressure.  
 
Oughtibridge is in the Parish of Bradfield about half way between the city and Stocksbridge. Wharncliffe Side is a small village on 
the floor of the Don Valley on the main road (A6102) between Oughtibridge and Deepcar. Oughtibridge and Wharncliffe Side grew 
with local farming communities and continued to grow with demand for homes for workers in the various industries located in the 
Upper Don Valley since the 1800s. There is a mix of private and social housing. There are only limited services available within 
Wharncliffe Side, but Oughtibridge has a small local shopping area and both have primary schools. Within the Stocksbridge Ward 
the rural areas includes Broomhead Moor and Reservoir, Howden Moors, Midhope Moors, Hingcliff Hill and the Upper Derwent 
Valley. Its residents face different issues to elsewhere in Sheffield; communities in the area have limited access to local services 
such as schools, health care, shops and post offices and local young people have difficulty finding affordable homes. The area is 
popular and competition is high for properties and potential development opportunities. There are high levels of self employed 
people and above average proportions of people in managerial and professional jobs 
 

Summary of Statistics for the Area 
 
Population Summary 2011 

 Stocksbridge and Upper Don Ward has a population of 18,541. This figure has increased at a smaller rate than Sheffield 
since 2001. 

 The working age population is relatively small in comparison to Sheffield the ward has a proportionately high young 
population (18%) and a large older population (19%). 

 The 2011 Census indicates that 3% of Stocksbridge and Upper Don Ward are BME, lower than the city average. 

 The largest single BME population is the Other White group. This group represents 24.9% of BME people and 78.7% of the 
total population of the ward. 
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Indices of Multiple Deprivation (IMD)  

 Stocksbridge and Upper Don is the 20th most deprived ward in Sheffield. This has not changed since 2007. 

 12.1% of children in Stocksbridge and Upper Don Ward are at risk of living in poverty, compared with 24.2% citywide. 

 There are no people in the ward who are living in areas classed amongst the 10% most deprived in England, according to 
the latest Indices of Deprivation. 

 9.6% of school pupils are eligible for free school meals, compared with 20% citywide. 

 Stocksbridge neighbourhood is the most deprived in the ward, although none of the area is classed within the most deprived 
10% in England. 

 Compared with other neighbourhoods in Sheffield, it is ranked as only the 55th most deprived neighbourhood in the city 
 
Access to Services 

 Access to the Supertram route is by the Park and Ride at Middlewood, requiring travellers to make half of the journey by car. 

 Travel times to most key services are reasonably good due to the majority of services being local.  

 The median household income in Stocksbridge and Upper Don Ward is £28,481, above the citywide average of £24,297. 

 Access to the hospitals and the city centre, however, are not as positive. 
 
Economy and Enterprise 

 In Stocksbridge and Upper Don 12% of the working age population claim benefits compared with 15.9% in Sheffield. Broken 
down: 

 In Stocksbridge and Upper Don, 16% of workers were employed in professional occupations whilst 31% were employed in 
managerial / professional / technical occupations, compared with 39% citywide. 

 36.1% of working age people in the ward had no formal qualifications. 

 Most businesses are in construction (19%) and agriculture, forestry and fishing (12%) 

 36.1% were qualified to NVQ Level 3 or higher compared with 41.5% in the city as a whole. 

 Given that GCSE attainment has declined in the ward since 2008, it is unlikely that this figure will have improved in recent 
years. 

 
Education 

 There are several schools in the ward; Deepcar St Johns CE Junior, Oughtibridge Primary, Royd Nursery Infant, St. Ann's 
Catholic Primary, Stocksbridge Junior, Stocksbridge Nursery Infant, Wharncliffe Side Primary and Stocksbridge School 
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 Unauthorised absences from primary schools were 43.7% and 76.3% for secondary school children. 

 These figures rank Stocksbridge and Upper Don 19th and 23rd, respectively, when compared against other wards in the city. 
 

Educational Attainment 

 2,432 pupils from Stocksbridge and Upper Don attended schools in Sheffield during 2012; 52% boys 48% girls. 

 57.2% of pupils achieved Key Stage 2 Level 4+ (English & Maths, compared with 5605% in Sheffield. 

 Since 2004 these attendance figures have decreased by -7.7%.69.1% of children achieve 5 or more GCSEs (A*-C including 
Maths and English) compared with 8220% in Sheffield. 

 Figures suggest that 4% of pupils are BME, whilst 9 had a first language other than English. 

 This ranks the ward 16th in the city, despite an improvement of 11.5% since 2008. 

 Within the ward, this level of GCSE attainment was; 67% in Oughtibridge, 60% in Deepcar, 53% in Stocksbridge and 47% in 
Wharncliffe Side. 

 6.6% of 16-18 year olds are not in education, employment or training (NEET). 
 
Health 
In Stocksbridge and Upper Don Ward has: 

 Average life expectancy and mortality rates. 

 Significantly low A&E attendance rates, emergency hospital admission rate, and hospital admissions related to alcohol. 

 Significantly low rates of newly diagnosed sexually transmitted diseases. 

 Significantly low rates of dental decay in 5 year olds. 

 Significantly low hospital admission rates for: Cancer, Chronic Diseases and Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease 

 Significantly low referrals and admissions to hospital inpatient mental health specialties. 
 
Housing 

 The average house costs £94,240 in Stocksbridge and Upper Don the 14th smallest in the city compared with other wards. 
This figure is lower than the citywide average of £116,472. 

 The cost of renting private accommodation is around £584pcm compared with the citywide average of £613pcm. 
 
Community Safety 

 The crime rate in Stocksbridge and Upper Don is lower than the citywide average, whilst the rate of anti-social behaviour is 
below average. 
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 The latest figures show that in the 12 months preceding September 2012 there were 226 reported crimes. This equates to 
around 12.2 incidents per 1000 population compared with 29.6 in Sheffield as a whole. The most significant type of crime in 
the area is criminal damage for which there were 3.2 incidents per 1000 population compared with 5.6 citywide. 

 The map shows crime rates at a small geographical level. It shows that the Stocksbridge neighbourhood currently 
experiences the highest levels of crime. 

 During the same period, there were also 182 reported incidents of ASB. In other words; there were 9.8 incidents per 1000 
people in the ward. 

 During the 2010/11 period there were 15 10-17 year old first time entrants to the Youth Justice System. This compares with 
43 in 2007/08, a decrease of 65.12%, compared with a 63.21% fall citywide. 
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Key Findings Summary 
1) Activities for Children and Young People 
GCSE attainment marginally higher than the Sheffield average. 
Unauthorised absences for both primary and secondary schools significantly below average. 
 
(2) Better Parks and Open Spaces 
Around a quarter of the ward is classed as green and open space. However in addition to this, the vast majority of remaining area is 
actually rural, including much that is located in the Peak District National Park. 
 
(3) Safer Roads 
The number of people killed or seriously injured in road traffic accidents has almost halved in recent years. 
 
(4) Safer Communities 
Both crime and ASB rates are significantly below the citywide average. 
 
(5) Supporting the local economy 
The percentage of the working age population claiming JSA and other benefit claimants is below the Sheffield average. 
 Less than a third of the population over 16 had no formal qualifications. 
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Results of Consultation in the Ward 
In 2011 the Northern Community Assembly conducted a postal survey of residents in the area with around 1000 responses. This is 
the key information gathered about the Stocksbridge and Upper Don Ward. 
 
Top Ten Priorities for the Stocksbridge and Upper Don Ward 

1. Road and pavement repairs 

2. Level of crime 

3. Public transport 

4. Clean streets 

5. Activities for teenagers 

6. Health services 

7. Shopping facilities 

8. Job prospects 

9. Affordable decent housing 

10. Educational provision 
 
92% of residents in Stocksbridge & Upper Don agreed that they were satisfied with their local area.  This was very similar to the 
average for the Community Assembly. 
 
The issues that cut across many neighbourhoods across the ward are: improvements to parks, poor roads and pavements and 
poor bus service.  
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Condition of roads was the main problem identified. The other issues listed were all much less of a problem for local residents. 
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50+ Conference 
A Conference for people who are aged 50+ was held in Stocksbridge in July 2012. The key issues to emerge from this event were 
people not knowing about what was happening in the area and what opportunities were available. People wanted to see the town 
centre area to improve and people wanted more adult learning opportunities.  

 
Northern Youth Forum 
On a site visit to Stocksbridge with councillors the Northern Youth Forum expressed concerns about the potential closure of the 
leisure centre and the lack of facilities for young people in the area. 



Stocksbridge and Upper Don Ward Plan 2013/14 

July 2013  12 

Ward Action Plan 
 

              Theme 1 - Supporting Community Life  
Activity 

 
 

Timescales Outcome - 
Performance Indicator 

 

Lead (and partners) 

Support activities that 
promote an active 
community life in the 
ward 

March 2014 Support group that run activities in the area through grants 
(particularly those focusing on children and young people) 
 
Promote activities happening in the area (particularly those 
focusing on children and young people) 
 
Councillors to attend the meetings of local groups as appropriate  
 
Councillors support events and activities that promote 
community cohesion and community spirit. 
 
Ensure local people have access to local activities and services.  

Ward Councillors 
Stocksbridge Town Council  
Local Area Team 
Grants Team  
Sheffield Futures 
Activity Sheffield  
Local community organisations 
SYPTE 

          
Theme 2 - Environmental improvements  

Activity 
 
 

Timescales Outcome 
Performance Indicator  

Lead (and partners) 

Support local 
environmental groups 

March 2014 Support the work of local environmental groups through grants Ward Councillors 
Stocksbridge Town Council 
Local Environmental Groups 
 

Support the work of 
partner agencies to 
improve the environment 
in the ward  

March 2014 Councillors to support the work of AMEY in the area 
 
Councillors to support the implementation of the new 20mph 
zone in the Spink Hall area 
 
Councillors to support the Successful Centres project in 

Ward Councillors 
AMEY 
Stocksbridge Town Council 
Local Environmental Groups 
Regeneration Team 
Highways 
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Stocksbridge  
 
Councillors to attend meetings and consultation events as 
required 

 

 
Theme 3 – Sporting and Leisure Facilities  

Activity 
 
 

Timescales Outcome-  
Performance Indicator 

 

Lead (and partners) 

Ensure continued 
sporting and leisure 
facilities for Stocksbridge 
and the surrounding 
area 

March 2014 Councillors to work with local groups, partners and the Town 
Council to achieve this goal  
 
Councillors to support consultation with the public and attend 
meetings as required. 
 
Work with partners to maximise major sporting opportunities for 
the area such as the 2014 Tour De France 

Ward Councillors 
Stocksbridge Town Council 
4SLC  
Place (Sheffield City Council) 
Event Sheffield  
Local community organisations  

 

Ward Councillors  
 

STOCKSBRIDGE AND UPPER DON  

Councillor Richard Crowther  Labour  273 5588  07845 846 971  richard.crowther@sheffield.gov.uk   

Councillor Philip Wood  Labour  273 5588  07581 214346  philip.wood@sheffield.gov.uk   

Councillor Alison Brelsford  Liberal Democrat  288 4033  273 5517  alison.brelsford@sheffield.gov.uk   
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