
 

 

 

 

Invitation to Sheffield Budget 
Conversation 2015/16 Event 

Sheffield City Council is facing the most 
significant budget challenge in our history. Over 
the last four years we have had to save £238 
million, due to Government cuts. The 
Government are continuing to make cuts to our 
budget and by next year we will have lost 50% 
of our funding since 2010. The Government 
continues to make cuts despite originally 
claiming that cuts would only last four 
years.   We are required to save another £60m 
next year.   So we have some difficult decisions 
to make about where we invest our money and 
where we need to save or do things differently. 

Sheffield City Council will continue to make the 
case to the Government that continued cuts of 
this scale are having a negative impact on our 
city. However, we have a legal duty to set a 
balanced budget. It is important that we take 
control of our City’s destiny and have a long 
term approach to developing the best solutions 
for Sheffield, so that we can continue to provide 
the right services with the resources that we 
have. The Council has clear priorities which will 
guide us and help us to achieve the best 
outcomes for the city. 

I am ambitious for our city and proud of the way 
that Sheffield people are coming together in 
these extremely challenging circumstances to 
work with the Council to finding alternative 
ways of providing services, where we no longer 
have the funding to continue providing them in 
the same way as we have done before. We 
want you, and as many other Sheffield people 
and organisations as possible, to have the  

 

 

 

 

opportunity to help shape how we meet this 
challenge. 

So I am pleased to invite you to the start of the 
conversation about next year’s Council Budget 
– at Sheffield Town Hall on Tuesday 21 
October at 6.00 – 7.30pm. 

This is the starting point for us talking to people 
who live and work in Sheffield about the 
2015/16 budget – it will provide a range of 
opportunities for local people, business, partner 
organisations, and voluntary and community 
groups in the city to discuss the overall 
challenge and subsequently detailed 
consultation on more specific proposals. 

The event will offer you: 

 A welcome and introduction from 
Councillor Julie Dore, the Leader of 
Sheffield City Council, explaining the 
Council’s overall priorities and approach 

 Presentations from Councillor Ben 
Curran, Cabinet Member for Finance 
and Resources and from John 
Mothersole, the Council’s Chief 
Executive setting out the financial 
challenge and our overall approach to 
setting a balanced budget 

 The chance for you to have a say on the 
priorities, changes that need to be made 
over the next few years and where 
further savings can be made. 

Over the next few months as proposals 
develop, we will provide information about how 
you can take part in consultations on specific 
proposals and say how we have taken your 
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views into account.  Details of these will be on 
the our website https://www.sheffield.gov.uk/ 

The event is open to representatives of 
organisations and members of the 
public.  Because we want as many different 
people to attend we can only offer a maximum 
of two places per organisation. 

I hope you can join us at the event – please 
call 0114 2735417 or email 
PPCBusinessSupport@sheffield.gov.uk to 
confirm your attendance (with the names of 
your organisation’s representatives.)  Please 
pass this invitation on to anyone who may be 
interested. 

Councillor Julie Dore  
Leader of Sheffield City Council 

 

NEW SHARED BINS ON 
TRIAL 

  
Sharrow Vale Road has been chosen to take 
part in a trial to test whether it is better for 
residents to have larger shared containers 
instead of having their own black bin, blue bin 
and blue box.   
  
For a period of three 
months from 13 
October, residents living 
at 20 houses, at 
numbers 131 to 171, will 
be exchanging their 
existing bins for the trial 
bins. This part of the 
road has caused issues 
around waste collection 
for some residents as the houses have a 
number of steps at the front of their properties 
and there is no access from the back of their 
houses.  
  
As a result, the road has seen problems with 
some bins and boxes being permanently left on 
the highway, access problems for pedestrians 

and passers by putting litter in the bins and 
overfilling them. Some recycling containers are 
not being collected because they are 
‘contaminated’ with the wrong kind of recycling 
material.  
  
Residents taking part in the scheme have been 
given information about how to use the scheme 
and each have an access key (and a spare) for 
their new shared bins. A black bin will be 
provided for their non-recyclable waste, a green 
bin for glass bottles, plastic bottles and cans, 
and a blue bin for paper and card.  The new 
containers will be located neatly on the 
pavement and collections will continue to take 
place every two weeks. 
  
Those who already always store their bins on 
their properties have been given the option to 
continue with this arrangement and to not be 
part of the shared bin scheme. It is hoped that 
residents will find that the new shared scheme 
works for them but it will be up to them to 
decide what they would like to see in the future.  
  
Councillor Jack Scott, Cabinet Member for 
Environment, Recycling and Streetscene said: 
“We are acting on feedback from residents by 

introducing the idea of shared 
bins for the first time in 
Sheffield. We hope that the 
trial will be easy to use and 
result in a tidier, cleaner and 
safer street. I look forward to 
hearing residents’ views at the 
end of the trial in three months’ 
time.” 
  
Residents living near to the 
properties involved in the 
scheme and those living on 

Westbrook Bank and Bagshot Street will be 
given details on the scheme too, so that they 
can give their views if they wish. 
  
Throughout the trial, weekly checks will be 
made on the road and any issues will be 
addressed. At the end of the trial period all 
residents will be asked whether the scheme 

https://www.sheffield.gov.uk/
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worked for them or not and whether they think 
that shared bins should be a permanent 
arrangement on their road. 
  
Anyone involved in the scheme or any 
residents who are interested in hearing more 
about it and how it works can contact the 
Council’s Waste Management Service on 0114 
203 7621 or by email 
Wastemanagement@sheffield.gov.uk.  

 

The Accessible Britain 
Challenge  
This was launched by Mark Harper, Minister of 
State for Disabled People on 4th September. 
Challenging all communities to engage and 
work with disabled people to remove barriers 
that get in the way of them being full and active 
participants in their community. The Challenge 
is aimed at all members of the community 
including local businesses, employers, service 
providers, voluntary and community 
organisations and disabled people themselves. 
To support the Challenge the Office for 
Disability Issues has created an online resource 
on GOV.UK at www.gov.uk/accessiblebritain 
 

Claim your State Pension 
Online – it’s secure and easy 
to do:  

State Pension Online is a service that allows 
people within four months of their State Pension 
age to claim their State Pension using the 
GOV.UK website. It is secure and available at a 
time that is convenient for the customer. 
Improved information and prompts are now 
available for customers when they use the Claim 
your State Pension online page on the GOV.UK 
website. For more information contact: 
digitalservicesdivision.communicationsgateway
@dwp.gsi.gov.uk 

 

Homophobic and 
transphobic bullying: The big 
debate 
Tuesday 4 November 2014, 4.30pm - 7pm The 
Crucible, Sheffield 

Booking is now open for this free Sheffield 
Hallam University event as part of this year's 
ESRC Festival of Social Science. The event will 
explore homophobic and transphobic bullying 
and prejudice experienced by young people, 
and the most effective and appropriate ways to 
prevent it and/or support those who experience 
it. It is suitable for parents and members of the 
public, practitioners who work with young 
people (e.g. teachers, youth workers, social 
workers, health workers), and teenagers 
themselves. 
  
There will be research presentations from 
Eleanor Formby (Sheffield Hallam University) 
and Clíodhna Devlin (LGBT Youth North West), 
input from local LGBT youth groups/workers, 
and an opportunity for questions and informal 
discussion. All welcome! 
Please register online as places are limited: 
www.shu.ac.uk/ad/esrcfestival 
Refreshments will be provided.  
 

Civil partnerships can be 
converted to marriages from 
December  
The government announced on 26 June 2014 
that same-sex couples can convert their civil 
partnership to marriage 
from 10 December 2014 
but that the option of a 
civil partnership will not 
be extended to opposite-
sex couples.  

 

LGBT @50+ 
Interested in joining our Lesbian Gay Bisexual 
Transgender aged 50+ Group?   
For further info call Mark on 2536736. 
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SMaRT Open Day 
First Step Trust is a national charity providing 
employment and training opportunities for 
people excluded from ordinary working life 
because of mental health conditions and other 
disadvantages. 
SMaRT Socially-Minded & Responsible 
Trading. That's SMaRT! 

We are holding an open day, here at SMaRT 
on Wednesday the 22nd of October between 10 

am and 2pm .  
 
The purpose is to encourage potential volunteer 
workforce to have a look around, take some 
leaflets and application forms and have a chat 
with us.  
 
11 of our workforce have achieved employment 
since April this year and we have opportunities 
in catering, cleaning and customer services 
available.  
 
If you or a client would like to come along, there 
is no need for an appointment – just pop in and 
find out more.  
   
Would you please pass this on to anyone you 
think may be interested.  
   
We look forward to seeing you.  
   
SMaRT Venue, Sheffield 

100-104 London Road 

Sheffield S2 4LR 

  
Please direct further questions and comments 
to:  faye.england@firststeptrust.org.uk 

 

Fulfilling Lives Ageing Better 
A £6 million campaign to 
tackle social isolation 
amongst older people 
Over 12,000 of Sheffield’s most socially 
isolated older people are to benefit from a £6 
million grant from The Big Lottery Fund. 
 
South Yorkshire Housing Association (SYHA) is 
receiving £5,920,107 to lead a partnership of 11 
organisations, using creative and innovative 
methods to engage over 50’s at the highest risk 
of loneliness.  

Areas of focus for the Fulfilling Lives: Ageing 
Better funding will include: 

 older people on low incomes 
 carers 
 BME groups 
 those experiencing poor mental health 
 those with limiting conditions living in 

Sheffield. 

South Yorkshire Housing Association 

Juliann Hall, Care Health and Wellbeing 
Director for South Yorkshire Housing 
Association said:  
 
“The £6m investment by the Big Lottery Fund is 
great news for Sheffield.  It will help South 
Yorkshire Housing Association to make a real 
difference to the lives of older people in the city, 
creating vital new projects that prevent and 
reduce loneliness.” 
 
“In developing our vision for Ageing Better in 
Sheffield, we spoke to more than 500 older 
people, using creative techniques such as ‘20s 
themed cocktail parties, selfie-booths, on-the-
buses interviews and spoken-word 
events.  These imaginative and non-traditional 
methods sparked revealing conversations 
about the causes of loneliness, while 
challenging perceptions of what it means to 
grow older in our city." 

mailto:faye.england@firststeptrust.org.uk
http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/
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“We know that loneliness has a terrible effect: 
doubling the risk of dementia, tripling the risk of 
heart conditions and having an effect on 
mortality equivalent to smoking 15 cigarettes a 
day.  Over the course of this 6-year project, we 
aim to empower over 12,000 older people in 
Sheffield to co-design and co-deliver lasting 
solutions to this problem." 

Big Lottery 

Nat Sloane, Big Lottery Fund England Chair, 
said: “Just under 4 million older people told Age 
UK this year that television is their main 
company.  Social isolation is bad for health with 
links to chronic conditions and increased 
mortality.  With more people living well into their 
80s, pressures on local services and budgets 
will continue to rise." 
 
“There are concerns about a ticking timebomb 
facing adult social care, but older people have a 
wealth of experience and skills to offer their 
communities.  We need to tap into this – to help 
them help themselves and others living 
alone.  Our Ageing Better investment will put 
them at the heart of the way the projects are 
designed and delivered to ensure that future 
generations of older people not only live longer 
but also live well.” 

Happier, healthier and more active older 
people 

The Ageing Better investment from the Big 
Lottery Fund aims for older people to be 
happier, healthier and more active, contributing 
even more to their communities. The SYHA-led 
partnership will engage older people in 
designing and delivering projects that reduce 
loneliness in Sheffield. 
 
The programme will train 1,000 frontline 
workers including housing officers, community 
pharmacists and supermarket staff to ‘Make 
Every Contact Count’ by recognising loneliness 
and linking at risk older people with Ageing 
Better Champions.  A Loneliness Index will help 
target interventions at those in greatest 

need.  Public, private and voluntary sector 
organisations will join in an Ageing Better 
partnership to ensure services that reduce 
loneliness are better planned, better 
coordinated and better delivered.  Local 
communities will also be encouraged to get 
involved, with neighbourhood toolkits 
distributed to inspire social action. 

Local projects 

There are 177,000 people aged over 50 in 
Sheffield.  Of these, 12,213 who suffer 
loneliness often will benefit from the Ageing 
Better programme.  By 2021, Sheffield wants to 
be a recognised centre of excellence for 
services that reduce loneliness, sharing 
knowledge and spreading good practice across 
the UK and internationally. 
 
Both Sheffield universities will participate in 
local evaluations so that the project can 
measure the impact of investment and identify 
new areas of need.  The partnership will share 
performance data openly, transparently and as 
close to real-time as possible.  
 
Older people themselves will take a lead role 
throughout the project.  A whole host of 
volunteer opportunities will be available to older 
people such as quality auditors, peer 
researchers and wellbeing practitioners. 
 
South Yorkshire Housing Association will be 
developing more detailed plans to tackle social 
isolation amongst older people, with projects 
starting from spring 2015.  Over the 6 years of 
the Ageing Better investment, the Sheffield 
partnership will test what methods work and 
what don’t, so that evidence is available to 
influence services that help reduce isolation for 
older people in the future. 
 
Sheffield is 1 of 15 partnerships in England 
sharing £82 million in the Ageing Better 
investment. 

 



Next steps 

SYHA and partners are now working with the 
Big Lottery Fund and Hall Aitken to agree 
details on the commissioning timescales.   

SYHA will also be arranging an event for the 
wider Voluntary and Community Sector 
Organisations in late October 2014 to update 
them on the partnership and commissioning 
plans.  There’s a requirement to submit a 
delivery plan to the Big Lottery Fund at the end 
of December 2014.  

Keep informed 

Follow the latest Age Better in Sheffield 
updates: 

 Audioboo  
 Twitter  
 Facebook   
 Blog  
 Pinterest 

 Contact us 

If you have any questions please contact Jade 
Bann: 

 Email: jade.bann@sheffield.gov.uk 
 Telephone: 0114 273 4667 

Do you know someone who 
is so incredibly inspiring, 
who has changed so many 
lives for the better, that they 
deserve to take part in the 
first ever people’s Strictly 
Come Dancing for Comic 
Relief? 

For the first time EVER the team that brings you 
‘Strictly Come Dancing’ is opening its dance 

floor to the public and we’re looking for inspiring 
everyday heroes to go on this incredible journey. 

We are looking for you to nominate real people 
who are inspiring and selfless, the people who 
genuinely change many other people's lives - 
and of course, it is essential that they are Strictly 
super fans!  They could be tireless charity 
workers, foster parents, emergency services 
workers or simply those who have done such 
extraordinary things for others that their story 
must be told. This is your opportunity to 
nominate your hero or heroine for a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity – their own televised Strictly 
experience! 

If you know someone from Sheffield 50+ who 
you would like to nominate please contact us 
on 0114 2536736. 
 

What’s On 
Stannington Missing Voices Meeting 
15 October 1.30 pm Lomas Hall 
IPad Course for Beginners 
For further info contact:  Mark Boyles on 
2536736 
 
Crookes Missing Voices Meeting 
5 November 10.30 am One to One Community 
Care Crookes 
For further info contact:  Julie White on 
2536736 
 
Sheffield 50+ Members Meeting 
6 November 1.15 pm for 1.30 pm 
Town Hall 
For further info contact Bridget Evans on 
2536736 
 

Notification of cancelled meeting 
Unfortunately the Sheffield 50+ focus group on 
Adult Social Care which was due to be held on 
Tuesday 21st October is no longer happening. 
However, for those of our members who have 
an interest in this subject, you might be 
interested in the below event. Please note that 
you need to book your place in advance, 
booking directly via the contact details at the 

http://www.agebettersheff.co.uk/
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bottom of the message below. Numbers are 
limited so if you are interested I would 
recommend booking sooner rather than later. 

Quality Live! 
Wednesday 5th November, 1.00pm - 4.00pm 
Town Hall Reception Room A 
  
We'd like to invite you to attend this event. We 
are very keen to have a contribution from our 
partners at this event so we do hope that you 
will be able to make it. 
  
The Care and Support Adults service have a 
live quality assurance framework process that 
is co-ordinated by our Customer Service 
Improvement Forum.  This is an annual event 
called Quality Live, it will be held on 5th 
November, 1.00 - 4.00pm at the Town 
Hall.   A wide selection of stakeholders 
including managers, frontline staff, customers, 
disabled and older peoples organisations, 
Partners for Inclusion, and health partners etc 
will be attending.   
  
There will be no long presentations and plenty 
of interactive discussions. Together we will 
review evidence from a range of sources about 
our services e.g. complaints feedback, views 
from customer forums, reviews and re-
assessments, implications of the care act, and 
other discussion topics.  We will then agree 
together what the top priorities are for next 
year’s plans. 
  
Please let us know of any adjustments you may 
need in order to attend. An agenda is attached 
for information. For more information, please 
contact me.  
  
Places are limited so you will need to book. To 
book a place, please contact 
practicedevelop@sheffield.gov.uk or telephone 
0114 2734119. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Contact us 
Please send your news, comments, letters and 
relevant articles for this page or our next 
Newsletter to: 
 
Sheffield 50 Plus,  
The Circle,  
33 Rockingham Lane,  
Sheffield,  
S1 4FW. 
Tel:  2536736 
Email:  admin@sheffield50plus.org.uk   
Web:  www.sheffield50plus.org.uk 
 
If you don’t have access to a computer and 
would like to have a say – please get in touch 
with us! 
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